
F
irs

t B
a

p
tis

t C
h

u
rc

h
 

P
O

 B
o

x
 2

3
5 

P
ie

d
m

o
n

t, O
K

  7
3

0
7

8 

 R
e
tu

rn
 S

e
rv

ic
e
 R

e
q

u
e
s
te

d 

N
o

n
-p

ro
fit O

rg
a

n
iz

a
tio

n
 

U
S

 P
o

s
ta

g
e
 P

a
id 

P
e

rm
it #

 2
 

P
ie

d
m

o
n

t, O
K

  7
3

0
7

8 

The Vision  

Newsletter of 

First Baptist Church  

 

January 8, 2010 

OFF COURSE 
 

A recent Northwest flight carrying 144 passengers from San Diego 

to Minneapolis overflew the airport by 150 miles.  The pilots  

remained unresponsive to air traffic controllers and airline officials 

who were desperately trying to make contact.  White House officials 

were closely monitoring the event, and four fighter jets were  

preparing to intercept the aircraft. 
 

The plane finally turned around after a stewardess got the pilots  

attention by pounding on the cockpit door.  What went wrong?  It 

has recently come to light that the seasoned pilots had apparently 

become so absorbed with a new software program on their laptops 

that they had lost track of their destination! 
 

The same thing can happen to us in our Christian walk.  Itôs possible 

to become so passionate about other things that our passion for Jesus 

is crowded out.  Often we donôt even notice until someone or  

something demands that we stop and realize weôre way off course. 
 

Often, a new year is an opportunity to stop and take stock of whether 

or not our life is off course.  Perhaps it is time for you to get back on 

track in your spiritual life and like Paul the Apostle, ñPress toward 

the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ  

Jesusò (Phil. 3:14). 
 

Blessings, 

Gary 



Our Worship Is Not the Point! 
 

In our spring semester of discipleship here at FBC, I am excited about the 

opportunity to facilitate a new Bible study entitled, "7 Words of Worship" 

written by Mike Harland, worship music group director for Lifeway. This 

study focuses on seven very common words and presents a new  

understanding of worship that is guided by these words: creation, grace, 

love, response, expression, presence and experience. The truths taught in 

this study changed the way I think about worship, and I invite you to come 

and participate in this discipleship class with me. I think God has a word for 

you that could forever change the way you worship. 
 

As I have been thinking about "7 Words of Worship" and preparing myself 

for it over the past few days, I came across a profound statement that I 

missed when I first went through the study a year ago. In the preface of the 

book (yes, I'm one of those weird people who actually read the preface), the 

author writes that our worship is often the point of our focus to the extent 

that we often think of our worship as the point. As I have pondered that 

statement, I have become convinced that our worship, in fact, is not the 

point, nor was it ever intended to be. God Himself is the pointðthe only 

pointðand anything that becomes elevated to a status that is even close to 

being equal with Him is dangerously akin to idolatry. However, when we 

make God the sole point in our lives, then our worship of Him is not only a 

natural outflow, but it will also be scripturally pure and accurate because it 

will be guided by the moving of the Holy Spirit in us. 
 

I am afraid that I often fall prey to this false mentality that says my worship 

is the point. God is not interested in my worship so much as He is interested 

in me. You see, when He has meðall of meðHe will have my worship. 

Until then, my worship is simply a thin veil I hide behind hoping that it will 

satisfy God and salve my own conscience. I need not spend so much time 

and energy on the mechanics of worship, my physical position in worship, 

or even the songs we sing in worship, though all of those things are  

important. I need to simply make God the sole point of my life, and as I 

seek to do that, I will as a matter of course begin to worship Him in spirit 

and in truth. 
 

I invite you to come and study with me in "7 Words of Worship" beginning 

Sunday evening, Jan. 17th at 5:00 PM. I am looking forward to what God 

wants to show us about this thing we call worship. 

Grant 

 Weekly Activities 

 
Sunday 

  9:00 a.m.   Sunday School 

10:30 a.m.   Worship Service 

       Childrenôs Church 

  5:00 p.m.   FBC Study ñUò 

       Childrenôs Choir 

  6:30 p.m.   Evening Worship 

Monday 

  9:00 a.m.   Preschool/Motherôs Day Out 

Tuesday 

  9:00 a.m.   Ladies Bible Fellowship 

Wednesday 

  9:00 a.m.   Preschool/Motherôs Day Out 

  5:30 p.m.   Fellowship Meal 

  6:00 p.m.   YouthPraise 

  6:25 p.m.   AWANA Clubs 

  6:30 p.m.   Bible Study and Prayer 

  7:00 p.m.   Worship Choir 

  7:00 p.m.   ñThe Forkò 

Thursday 

  6:00 p.m.   Weight Watchers 

Friday 

  9:00 a.m.   Preschool 

 

 

THE RECORD 
December 27 

Offering:  $23,230.28 

SS Attendance:  128 

 

January 3 
Offering:  $10,404.30 

SS Attendance: 286 

 

 

New Members by Baptism 

Ryan Rouse 

Cooper Attebery 

J.O.Y. News -  Oklahoma Gospel 

Singing at the Fine Arts Auditorium in Yukon, 
January 23rd.  Tickets are $19.00.  Contact 
Sara or Ken Flaming for additional details. 

2009 Records of Contribution are ready to be picked 

up.  They are located in the mail boxes outside of the 

office.  If you would like to have your record mailed 

to you please notify Sabrina.  Also, please double 

check your record.  If there is a question concerning 

the recorded amount please contact Sabrina for  

clarification. 



UPDATES, POSTINGS, AND OTHER MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION 

FROM THE YOUTH MINISTER  

 

The Bridge ï Itôs back by popular demand!!!  Our Sunday night Discipleship 

class for all ages begins again on Sunday night, January 17, and this time, itôs 

for a full 12 week semester!  In case youôre wondering what The Bridge is, let 

me tell you just a little about it.  We here at FBC Piedmont, believe that the 

church is Christôs body, made up of many parts, but all still make up one 

body.  This class is designed to help our students and adults build  

relationships with each other and not just other church members their own 

age.  We spend our time getting to know each other, learning about what God 

has done in othersô lives, and growing together as a body.  It is an amazing 

time of fellowship and friendship.  Sign up today on the youth bulletin board 

by the church office! 

 

Hope Lives Lock-In ï The two words that make every youth worker cringe ï 

ñLock Inò.  On Friday night, January 29, we will be kicking off 2010 with our 

annual youth lock-in.  We will be playing games, participating in some team 

building activities, and working our way through the Hope Lives material  

designed to raise awareness of  poverty and hunger throughout the world, as 

well as providing a Christian response to this ever increasing issue.  Cost is 

$10 and there is a limit of 50 students.  Sign up with Craig or in the church 

office. 

 

AwKWarD ï Our youth ministryôs annual Disciple-Now is less than two 

months away, February 26-28.  The Bible teaches that as Christians, we 

should be allowing God to stretch us and move us outside of our comfort 

zone.  In other words, as Christians, we should feel a little awkward in this 

world.  Our entire weekend is based on helping students move beyond what 

they are comfortable with, and allowing God to do great things in their  

awkwardness.  It will be a weekend unlike any most of them have ever  

experienced.  The cost is $50, and registration packets are available on the 

youth bulletin boards outside of the church office or the youth room. 

 

Thank You ï A big ñThank Youò to all of you who have donated towards my 

trip to the UK again this year.  I sincerely appreciate your generosity and 

kindness.  I still covet your prayers and I am truly excited about what God is 

doing in the UK, and thankful that we get to be a part of it.  Thank you so 

much. 

 

Your Brother, 

Craig 

This class is designed to help youth and adults alike 

build relationships with each other and not just other 

church members their own age.  During your twelve 

weeks together, youôll spend time getting to know one 

another, learning what God has accomplished in the 

lives of others, and growing together as a body.   

What do you do when your dreams fall apart?  How do 

you begin again when your spouse dies?  How does a 

family put the pieces back together when they lose a 

child?  Is there anyone who understands the deep hurt 

you feel?  To discover the answer to these and many 

more questions that accompany the loss of a loved one, 

join the Grief Share group and begin your journey from 

mourning to joy.  In this class you will discover that it 

is possible to face tomorrow with hope. 

ñò
The Spring semester of our discipleship program, FBC Study ñUò 
will begin on Sunday, January 17th.  Once again we have a wide 
variety of classes led by very gifted teachers.  Following is a brief 
description of the classes being offered.  Sign-up sheets are  
located on the bulletin board just outside the church office.   

Believing what God says about covenant will absolutely 

transform your life.  Promises made are kept.   

Relationships last a lifetime.  Trust and commitment are 

honored by action.  What makes covenant so powerful?  

This study guides you in exploring the benefits and  

responsibilities of covenant as well as the character of the 

covenant initiator.  Youôll discover the remarkable ways 

the old covenant points to the promises of the new  

covenant and discover the covenants made for our well-

beingðthe covenants God made for you.  



Does something deep inside your heart long to break free 

from the status quo? Are you hungry for an authentic faith 

that addresses the problems of our world with tangible, 

even radical, solutions? God is calling you to a passionate 

love  relationship with Himself. Because the answer to 

religious complacency isn't working harder at a list of do's 

and don'ts ð it's falling in love with God. And once you  

encounter His love, as Francis describes it, you will never 

be the same.  

FPU is designed to teach you and your family how to get 

out of debt, stay out of debt, and build wealth.  Using  

solid biblical principles, Dave breaks through the common 

financial jargon and explains how money really works in a 

simple, easy-to-understand style.  Youôll have fun as you 

learn about saving, budgeting, investing, insurance and 

more!  Join this class and learn to ñlive like no one else so 

that you can one day live like no one else.ò 

We see it reported in the headlines, confessed in the  

pulpits, and hidden in the pews in churches around the 

world.  The seduction of Godôs people by the deceiver is a 

tale as old as the garden, but we are always surprised when 

it happens.  We must realize that Satan is a lion on the 

prowl and we are his prey.  In this study Beth Moore  

examines why devoted followers of Christ can fall into the 

traps of Satan.    This study offers biblical guidelines to 

authentic repentances and restoration for those who have 

landed in Satanôs trap. 

In a world obsessed with power, the Bible reveals the most 

awesome power of all:  that of kingdom authority, the 

same power unleashed when God raised Jesus from the 

grave.  The good news is that this same power, the greatest 

power in the universe, is available to every believer today.  

Knowing the priority, principles, power, and places of 

kingdom authority enables Christians to take back ground 

lost to the enemy and achieve victory over Satan.  This 

study will enable you to have such victory.  

In ñ7 Words of Worship,ò  worship is defined as our  

response to Godôs revelation of who He is and what He 

has done.    Simply stated, we are called to respond to all 

that God has revealed about Himselfðand to His never-

ending desire to enter a deeper relationship with each of 

us.  This study will be guided by seven simple words.  

Words that you have heard before, but perhaps not in the 

worship context:  creation, grace, love, response,  

expression, presence and experience. 

The ñTwelveò werenôt saints, scholars or  religious sages. 

What is amazing about them is that Jesus ever selected 

them at all.  Among them, a handful of common  

fishermen, a hated tax collector, and an impulsive political 

zealot.  This study brings you face-to-face with the  

disciples as youôve never seen them.  As you put yourself 

in their shoes, youôll understand their doubts and hopes.  

Youôll hear the power of Jesusô words in a whole new 

way.  The message is clear.  If Christ can accomplish His 

purposes through the lives of ordinary men like these, 

imagine what He has in store for you! 

While interruptions are not always 

welcomed, the Oklahoma Ladiesô  

Retreat is one interruption you can 

plan for now!  Take a break from your 

daily life and spend time with the God 

who created you for His glory.  It will 

be the best interruption youôve ever 

had! 

 

Falls Creek Baptist Conference Center 

April 16 - 17 

 

Early Registration Deadline: March 16 

Cost: $65 

 

Sign-up on Womenôs Ministry Board 

 

For more information contact Sabrina 

Pratt in the church office. 


