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Bringing Children To Christ 
As we move into the summer months, much talk and planning is going into our 

children (Kidz Camp, VBS, etc). Adults often want to know when is a child old enough to 

accept Christ? Unfortunately, many parents take a ñhands-offò approach when it comes to 

Christianity. Their claim is a desire for their children to decide for themselves. BUT the 

world will not be neutral concerning our children and we canôt afford to be either. In Mark 

10:14 Jesus says we are to bring children to Him. 

When? How old? 
 

Age is not the main factor. When a child recognizes his or her sin and comes 

under the convicting power of the Holy Spirit, they should never be pushed away from 

Christ but toward Him. We need to give them the opportunity to respond without pressure 

or hindrance from adults or other children. 
 

Polycarp, one of the early Christian martyrs, accepted Christ when he was nine. 

He was in his nineties when given a choice to deny Christ or die. He said, ñEighty and six 

years have I served Christ; He has never done my any harm; then why should I deny His 

name?ò 
 

Isaac Watts, the writer of ñWhen I Survey the Wondrous Crossò was converted at 

nine. Jonathan Edward, who led the United States into the Great Awakening, was only 

seven when he became a child of God. Henry Ward Beecher, the powerful preacher, 

received Christ as his Savior when he was five. Matthew Henry, the commentator, found 

Christ at seven. 
 

Children are to be led by their parents to make life-changing decisions. That is 

why Charles Spurgeon, the great British minister, once wrote:  
 

   Ere your child has reached to seven 

                                                    Teach him well the way to heaven 

         And better still the work will thrive  

    If youôll teach him before he is five. 
 

We are about to have many opportunities to bring children to Christ. Pray for 

Godôs Salvation to impact the lives of our children in the coming days. 
 

Blessings, 

Brother Gary 

 

 

 

 



  

 

  

 

 
 A BRAND NEW UNDERSTANDING  

    I sit and write this on Tuesday, May 11, 2010.  Oklahoma was hit with 

numerous tornadoes yesterday.  If you have lived in Oklahoma very long, 

tornadoes are nothing new.  They come, sirens sound, we get in a shelter, or 

duck in a bathtub or closet, it passes, and we go on with life.  I've done this 

drill more times than I can count.  However, yesterday's tornadoes were a 

little different for me. 

   I was watching the news coverage of all of the storms as they approached 

the Yukon/Piedmont area, when the sirens began to sound outside.  I quickly 

gathered my three girls up and we headed to the bathroom to wait it out.  I 

kept the television on in the bedroom and watched as they showed live video 

of a tornado making it's way just west of Yukon.  Being the good, red-

blooded Oklahoman that I am, I made sure the girls were safe, then I headed 

out onto the front porch to see if I might be able to catch a glimpse of the 

funnel as it passed by.   

    I was shocked at what I saw.  I have seen pictures or tornadoes, videos of 

tornadoes, and even heard the tornado sirens go off  on numerous occasions.  

But I had never before seen a tornado with my own eyes.  As I turned to the 

west to see what might be, there it was.  No more than a mile and a half away 

from me was this large, spinning, vortex of doom.  I could not believe my 

eyes.  I stood in stunned awe for what seemed like hours, but was truly only a 

few seconds.  At that moment, my understanding of tornadoes changed.  I 

felt so many things all at once - amazement, awe, fear, excitement, humility, 

and wonder.  Here was this massive force of 

nature that was so beautiful and amazing, 

yet uncontrollable and powerful.  Words 

cannot begin to describe all that I felt 

at that moment. 

    Twenty-nine times in Psalms, and twenty 

times in Proverbs, we are instructed to fear 

the LORD. I always had an idea of what it 

means to fear the LORD, but my 

tornado experience yesterday gave me a 

much deeper understanding of this 

phrase.  Our God is so much more amazing, 

and more beautiful, and more powerful, and more uncontrollable than any 

tornado could ever come close to being.  My reaction to being within a mile 

and a half of this tornado's presence should be miniscule in comparison to 

my reaction to being in the presence of my almighty, all-loving, all-holy 

God.  May my amazement, awe, fear, excitement, humility, and wonder for 

God make everything else pale in comparison.  And may it not take an 

encounter with a tornado for you to experience this. 

Your Brother, 

Craig 

 

 Fatherôs day is June 20th. As I was doing some research this week, I gleaned the 

following facts from several articles concerning the importance of the ñFather-child 

relationship.ò 
 

The father-child relationship is the defining factor of the fatherhood role in life. 

Involved fathers offer developmentally specific provisions to their sons and 

daughters throughout the life cycle and are impacted themselves by their doing so. 

Active father figures have a key role to play in reducing behavior problems in boys 

and psychological problems in young women. 

Children who experience significant father involvement tend to  exhibit higher 

scores on assessments of cognitive development, enhanced social skills and fewer 

behavior problems. 

An increased amount of father-child involvement has proven to increase a childôs 

social stability, educational achievement, and even their potential to have a solid 

marriage as an adult. 

Children raised in homes where the father-child relationship is lacking tend to 

experience a higher rate of asthma, headaches,  anxiety, depression, and behavioral 

problems. 

Children raised in homes where the father-child relationship is lacking tend to be at 

greater risk of alcohol, tobacco, and illicit drug use, and have a higher rate of 

suicide. 

Adolescent girls lacking a significant father-child relationship are 3 times more 

likely to engage in sexual relations by the time they turn 15, and 5 times more 

likely to become a teen mother. 
Many children grow up without experiencing the father-child relationship although 

there is a ñfatherò figure in the home. 
 

 As you can see, it is very important for both the child and the father that the father 

be actively involved in the lives of their children.  This involvement needs to take place in 

the home, through extra curricular activities such as summer sports teams, but especially in 

the church.   

 God tells us in Psalms 127 ñchildren are an heritage of the LORD: and the fruit of 

the womb is his reward. As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are children of the 

youth. Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them: they shall not be ashamed, but 

they shall speak with the enemies in the gate.ò  He also tells us in Proverbs 22:6, ñTrain up a 

child in the way that he should go and when he is old he will not depart from it.ò   

 At FBC we desire to come along side of fathers and assist them in the   spiritual 

training of their children.  Here are some of those opportunities: 

  Raising Children of VirtueðWednesday nights June and July 

  Man Up CampoutðJune 11-12  (Special guestðKeith Burkett,  

 Family and Menôs Ministry Specialist with the BGCO. 

  Summer Round-upðJune 27 

  VBSðJune 27ðJuly 1 

  Family Night with the RedhawksðAugust 3 

 I am looking forward to a great summer with our children and fathers. 

 

Just a thought, 

Randy 



 
Please search your scrapbooks, 
and photo albums, memory 
banks, and hearts for material 
you would like to include in 
Brother Garyõs òRemembrance 
Bookó, celebrating his 20 years 
with us here at FBC. You may 
bring your submission to the 
office, or mail it to the church, 
òAttention:Remembrance    
Bookó, or email  
 Nancy@fbcpiedmont.org  
 

 

Hey pardner, werea rounden up all 

members of the First Baptist Church for 

the highest attended summer service in 

the history of this here church.  Why this 

is goina be a Sunday you ainôta gonna 

want to miss.  Heard tell thereôs gonna be 

a real live world champion calf roper goes 

by the name George Marty Brock III doin 

the preachin that mornin.  Also heard tell 

thereôsa gonna  be one of them there 

professional bull fightin rodeo clowns 

gonna tell us how Jesus changed his life.  

Why with the special music they got 

planned and the old fashion cookout to 

follow the services who wouldn't bea 

writtin this here date on their calendars ora scrathin it out on their 

blueberries.  Come on go ahead!  Right now before ya bea forgiten 

this date mark it down.  You donôt want to be the only member not 

there do ya?  

Summer Round-up 

June 27th 

 

Welcome ! 
 

We want to say a warm welcome to Josh Michael.  Josh is serving as 

our summer ñYouth Intern.ò  Josh is not new to FBC.  He has been a 

member and very active in our youth department through out his 

years in high school.  Josh will be attending Oklahoma Baptist 

University in the Fall.  His plans are to pursue a degree in Bible and 

then serve in as a full time youth pastor.  Welcome Josh. 

 

Also, we want to welcome Joe Arnold on board as our new 

ñFacilities Director.ò  Joe brings with him years of  experience and an 

understanding of what it takes to keep a facility in tip top shape.  He 

was head custodian for six years at Skyview Elementary in Yukon.  

Joe is  married with two children.  They make their home in El Reno.  

Welcome aboard Joe. 

V.B.S. 
June 27th - July 1st 


