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WORK SMARTER AND HAPPIER IN 2010

HERE IS A GOOD NEW YEAR’S PRAYER:

“Father, forgive us for thinking that prayer is a waste of time, and help us to
see that without prayer our work is a waste of time. Amen.” (Peter Marshall,
former chaplain to U.S. Senate)

There is an old story of two men who were chopping trees in the forest. The
first man set a steady pace and worked all day without stopping. The second
man worked equally hard, but he took a few minutes every hour to sit down
and rest. Well, at the end of the day the second man had cut and stacked twice
as much wood as the first one.

The first man came to his co-worker and said, “I don’t understand it. I’ve
worked just as hard as you have and I haven’t even stopped to rest. You have
rested every hour during the day. How did you cut twice as much wood as |
did. The second man said, “Well you see, you’re right, I have stopped to rest.
But the thing you fail to notice is that each time | sat down | sharpened my
axe.” Too many times we get so busy chopping the wood that we forget to take
time out to sharpen the axe.

The point of the story is: If you’ll sharpen the axe first you’ll work smarter,
and you’ll work happier. We sharpen our lives by sitting regularly in the pres-
ence of Christ through prayer. Only Jesus understands what the future and
2010 will bring.

JESUS MADE THESE PROMISES AND MORE:

fiHe who abides i n Me, and | in hin
do not-nildyH. o
AiBut thou, when thou prayest, ente

thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and the Father which seeth in
secret shall reward thee openliatt. 6:6

Blessings,

Gary



Small Worship

I have been asking myself this question recently: why is my wor-
ship often so very small in comparison to the overwhelming and awesome
nature of the God | worship? To quote author Mark Labberton in his
book, The Dangerous Act of Worshipbelieve it is because "our human
tendency is for our vision of God to be small and petty rather than
stretched to the heights and magnificence that He deserves.” | know | am
guilty of this. I tend to put God in a tidy little box - a box that fits my own
understanding of Him, a box that fits my own comfort zone. As a result,
my worship is sometimes very small, to the point of being anemic - and
all because | have an anemic vision of my God. You see, God cannot be
made to fit into any box. He will not fit into anyone's pre-defined context.

You see, our God spoke the world into existence. He parted the
waters for Israel. He made the sun stand still for Joshua. He brought down
fire for Elijah. He shut the lion's mouth Daniel. He calmed the winds and
seas for the disciples. He fed 5,000 with five loaves and two fish. He died
on the cross and rose from the grave. He holds the keys of death and hell,
and he stands with open arms for us today. Why, oh why, is our worship
small when we serve a God like that?

We yell and scream at sporting events. We exalt and emulate ce-
lebrity personalities as though they are bigger than life. We place our con-
fidence or moan in desperation at the words and actions of political lead-
ers, forgetting all the while the words of God Himself when He spoke,
"Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool" (Isaiah 66:1). This is
the God we serve. He is not limited by time or space. He is forever, and
all time. He is everywhere. The psalmist understood this well when he
penned, "If I ascend into heaven, You are there; if | make my bed in hell,
behold, You are there" (Psalm 139:8). The awesome character of God
was not lost on the New Testament church either, for Paul wrote, O the
depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How un-
searchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out!" (Romans
11:33).

Dear church, let us worship Him in abandon. Let our lives be
ones of purity and righteousness. Let us show the love of Christ in our
words and actions. Let us praise Him with our lips on Sunday, and honor
Him with our lives Monday through Saturday! Let our worship be big, for
He is a big, big God!

Grant
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AWkwaRd MOmEntS

For most of us, awkward moments are just a part of life. | can think of quite a
few in my own life. There are the many times I’ve referred to a girl baby as a
“cute little boy,” and vice versa. I’ve been known to completely forget good
friends’ names on occasion. If you ask my wife, she will tell you of numer-
ous times when she has talked to me about important matters only to find that
I was distracted and not listening to the best of my ability; actually, to very
little of my ability. It has gotten a little awkward as | try to piece together
what | should have been listening to, and what the proper response should be.
After many foolish attempts, I’ve learned a humble apology works better than
anything. These comprise just a small portion of my awkward moments in
life.

The word “awkward” is defined as embarrassing; uncomfortable; hard to
handle or control. If you’re anything like me, you try to avoid awkward
situations as much as possible. Not many people like to be in embarrassing,
uncomfortable, hard to handle situations. We like comfort and routine. We
like control. At least | do.

The Bible however has a different idea for us. In 1 Peter, we learn that we
are to be aliens and strangers in this world. That means, we should not feel
comfortable here. As we examine scripture, we find that most of the time,
when God is guiding His people, they end up in awkward situations. Take
Abraham being called to leave his home and all he knew to go to a place he
did not know. How about Daniel, Shadrac, Meshac, and Abednego? Follow-
ing God’s lead put them into a lion’s den and a fiery furnace. Slightly uncom-
fortable situations. Or read the list of Paul’s sufferings and persecutions in 2
Corinthians 11:23-29 as a result of his obedience to God.

With AWKWARD as our theme this year, this is the concept we will be
focusing on at our annual Disciple-Now coming up February 26-28. We will
be pushing our students to step out of their comfort zone to reach their
friends, family, and the world for Christ. We won’t simply be teaching stu-
dents that they need to be awkward for Christ, we will be making them a little
awkward. We will push them throughout the weekend to step out of their
comfort zones physically, mentally, and spiritually. It will definitely be a
weekend they will never forget. More information is available on the bulletin
boards outside of the youth room and outside of the church office.

Your Brother,
Craig

Weekly Activities
G00am dSurgd?]z | THE RECORD
:00 a.m. Sunday Schoo
10:30 a.m. Worship Service hn_mm
Children’s Church Offering: $12,671.91
5:00 p.m. FBC Study “U” SS Attendance: 361
Children’s Choir
6:30 p.m. Evening Worship January 17
Monday Offering: $11,054.21
9:00 a.m. Preschool/Mother’s Day Out SS Attendance: 315
Tuesday
9:00 a.m. Ladies Bible Fellowship
Wednesday

9:00 a.m. Preschool/Mother’s Day Out
5:30 p.m. Fellowship Meal

6:00 p.m. YouthPraise

6:25 p.m. AWANA Clubs

6:30 p.m. Bible Study and Prayer

7:00 p.m. Worship Choir

7:00 p.m. “The Fork” Coy Priddy
Friday Chuck & Angela Coffman
9:00 a.m. Preschool Brian Hilburn

Bits and Pieces ...

Welcome Nancy Anderson—
Nancy will be the new receptionist/secretary for FBC beginning
February 8.

J.0.Y. News - The Cornermen Quartet will be in concert at FBC
On Friday, February 12 at 7:00 p.m. Concert will be held in the
Youth Room. Come enjoy an evening of great music and fellow-
ship.

2009 Records of Contribution are ready to be picked up. They
are located in the mail boxes outside of the office. If you would
like to have your record mailed to you please notify Sabrina. Also,
please double check your record. If there is a question concerning
the recorded amount please contact Sabrina for clarification.




I was reading recently a book by Anne Graham Lotz entitled, My Jesus Is Eve-
rything. In the book she had a simple poem entitled “The Knew Him.” I°d
like to share it with you.

Adam knew Him as a beloved Father,

Eve knew Him as the original Homemaker,

Noah knew Him as the Refuge from the storm.
Abraham knew Him as a Friend.

Moses knew Him as the Redeemer.

Rahab knew Him as the gracious Savior.

David knew Him as his Shepherd.

Elijah knew Him as the Almighty.

Daniel knew Him as the Lion Tamer.

Mary Magdalene knew Him as the Bondage Breaker.
Martha knew Him as the Promise Keeper.

Lazarus knew Him as the Resurrection and the Life.
Bartimaeus knew Him as the Light of the World.
John knew Him as the glorious King upon the throne.
Surely you and I can know Him too!

Surely her final statement is true. You and I can know Him. We can know
him personally, intimately, accurately, and experientially. We can know Him
better today than we did yesterday. The question I ask myself is, “Do 1?”
And, if I don’t, “Why not?” Paul said, “That I may know Him and the power
of His resurrection...” Philippians 3:10 Knowing Jesus and helping others to
know Him was Paul’s joy and reason for living. Is it yours?

Just a thought,

Randy

LEGISLATIVE PRAYER GATHERING 2010

On Sunday, January 31, 2010, the day before Oklahoma’s 2010 leg-
islative session begins, the sixth annual Legislative Prayer Gathering
will be held at the State Capitol.

The event will be held on the floor of both the house and senate
chambers from 2:00-4:00 p.m. Participants will be offered the oppor-
tunity to actually sit in the chair of their state representative and/or
senator and pray for that office holder (and others) for one hour.

The objective is to have each of the 101 seats in the house chamber
as well as each of the 48 seats in the senate chamber occupied with
citizens in prayer. To fulfill this goal, at least 149 participants are
needed. Any participants beyond the 149 will fill a seat upstairs in
either the house or senate gallery.

Participants are encouraged to park on the west side of the capitol
and enter the west side of the building through the doors under the
green awning. Guides will be present to provide directions.

This event is sponsored by Rep. Mike Reynolds, Sen. Jim Reynolds,
Prayer Force One, Bott Radio Network, The Oklahoma Family Pol-
icy Council, www.PrayerMetro.com, Barnabas Ministries Inc., Re-
claim Oklahoma for Christ, and Oklahoma Conservative PAC.

While interruptions are not always
welcomed, the Oklahoma Ladies’
Retreat is one interruption you can
plan for now! Take a break from your
daily life and spend time with the God
who created you for His glory. It will
be the best interruption you’ve ever
had!

Falls Creek Baptist Conference Center
April 16 - 17

Early Registration Deadline: March 16
Cost: $65

Sign-up on Women’s Ministry Board

For more information contact Sabrina
Pratt in the church office. There will
be a meeting for those interested on
Sunday, Feb. 21 after morning service.

Ladies Mug and Muffin Fellowship
Monday, February 8 in the Youth Room

Bring your favorite muffins and a new or
gentlyused mug to share and exchange.
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