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The Vision  

Newsletter of 

First Baptist Church  

 

February 4, 2010 
 

Itôs On My Heart 
 

WOW!  Due to the weather, no church on January 31st. It was totally 

weird. On that Sunday morning our family sat down and watched one of 

my favorite preachers, ñAdrian Rogersò. It was a great message and much 

better than listening to myself. However, it was not the same as being with 

my church family. Sunday church is a much-anticipated part of my fam-

ilyôs life. It has become an important habit that is a significant part of our 

spiritual journey. It is a reminder for me to thank you for your faithfulness 

each Sunday. Your presence makes possible the teaching of Hebrews 

10:24-25 where we assemble together to exhort and encourage one another 

in our faith. NO wonder the Psalmist said: ñGod hath set the solitary into 

families.ò  Thanks for letting me be a part of this great family of believers. 
 

Catch up!  I do want to encourage you to be faithful to give to your church, 

even catch up on the missed Sunday of contributions. When we miss a 

Sunday it has a huge impact on our finances. The needs to not change and 

the bills continue to come in. 
 

On the right track! I believe our church is on the right track. The series of 

messages in the books of ACTS is pointing us in the right direction. With 

things like the Upper Room prayer meeting and the guiding principles of 

the New Testament Church of the book of Acts, the days ahead are bright. 

We have enjoyed many young couples joining and we have been consis-

tently hitting over that 360 mark in Bible Study. It is just a matter of time 

before we are averaging 400 during the Sunday School hour. Itôs also fun 

when I have to encourage folks to scoot in on their pew to make room for 

some of the late-comers to have a seat. 
 

Finally, just a reminder - I sure do love you folks and look forward to see-

ing you Sunday! 
 

Blessings, 

Gary 



 

 
Come join us for a special 

Valentine showing of this 

touching movie. 
 

    Sunday, February 14 
 

             6:30 p.m.  

MY  BOOK MESS 

    I recently opened my office door to discover a pile of books spilling off 

of my desk and onto the floor.  I had the split second thought of, ñsomeone 

broke in my office and tore it apart looking for my secret treasure.ò  Then I 

remembered I donôt have a secret treasure, so I shook that thought off and 

began to look at the situation rationally.  I immediately noticed that the 

shelf upon which the books in question had been placed was also lying on 

the desk underneath the book pile.  As I examined the situation a little 

more carefully, my superior detective skills began to take over and I was 

able to piece together exactly what had happened. 

    Every time I would purchase a new book (with the hopeful intent of 

someday reading it), I would place it on that particular shelf.  Once there 

was no more room to stack books side by side, I began to place books on 

top of nice neat row of books.  The weight from all of the books soon be-

came too much for the small shelf clips that hold the shelf in place, and in 

a mighty collapse, it all came tumbling down. 

    My life seems like that sometimes.  I see an open spot in my schedule, 

so I fill it with another activity.  A commercial for a product comes on, and 

I suddenly donôt know how I lived for 31 years without it in my life.  I 

must have it.  So I cram more into my life.  Everything seems to fit nice 

and neatly, until one day, in a great collapse, everything comes crashing 

down.  

    I have learned a valuable lesson from my bookshelf.  As I began to look 

at how to best fix the solution, a few ideas came to mind.  First, I could 

find a way to strengthen the clip, so it could hold the tremendous load I 

was placing on it.  Second, I could simply not place such a humongous 

load on the shelf in the first place.  And third, I could find somewhere else 

to place those things that I absolutely positively must have ï a place strong 

enough and sturdy enough to handle the load. 

    Again, my life is much like the shelf.  There are certain things I can do 

to build up my strength so that I can better handle the stresses and strains 

of life.  I can also learn to say ñnoò to a lot of things.  Iôve found that as I 

do that, I never did really need those things anyway.  And finally, and most 

obvious, I can cast my cares and burdens on someone strong enough to 

help bear the weight of the essentials of life.  Isnôt that what Jesus tells us 

to do anyway?   

    I wish I could tell you that I have this part of life mastered, but I donôt.  

Iôm working on it.  My shelf and my life still get overloaded from time to 

time.  But, Iôm learning to recognize the warning signs or overload a little 

better.  Iôm learning to prevent collapses and messes.  Itôs a whole lot  

easier than trying to sort through a pile of unread books. 
 

Your Brother, 

Craig 



  

THE RECORD 
January 24 

Offering:  $14,336.50 

SS Attendance:  360 

 

 

Say 

Hello 

To 

Someone 

You 

Donôt 

Know! 
 

Weekly Activities 

 
Sunday 

  9:00 a.m.   Sunday School 

10:30 a.m.   Worship Service 

       Childrenôs Church 

  5:00 p.m.   FBC Study ñUò 

       Childrenôs Choir 

  6:30 p.m.   Evening Worship 

Monday 

  9:00 a.m.   Preschool/Motherôs Day Out 

Tuesday 

  9:00 a.m.   Ladies Bible Fellowship 

Wednesday 

  9:00 a.m.   Preschool/Motherôs Day Out 

  5:30 p.m.   Fellowship Meal 

  6:00 p.m.   YouthPraise 

  6:25 p.m.   AWANA Clubs 

  6:30 p.m.   Bible Study and Prayer 

  7:00 p.m.   Worship Choir 

  7:00 p.m.   ñThe Forkò 

Friday 

  9:00 a.m.   Preschool 

News You Can Use . . . 
 

Welcome Nancy Andersonð 

Nancy will be the new receptionist/secretary for FBC beginning 

February 8. 
 

J.O.Y. News -  
The Cornermen Quartet will be in concert at FBC On Friday,  

February 12 at 7:00 p.m. Concert will be held in the Youth Room. 

BRING A FRIEND and your favorite snack and    

enjoy an evening of great music and fellowship.  
 

The JOY Lunch Bunch will meet Thursday,  February 18, at 10:30 

a.m.  

The JOY Group will attend a musical production at Edmond  

Memorial High School on Thursday, March 4. Cost is $10 per  

person. 

"I Will"  
 

One of the greatest truths that the Lord has shown me over the past year or so 

as I have studied the Word is the seamless connection between the Old and 

New Testaments - between the law and grace. So often, we tend to disregard 

much of the Old Testament as irrelevant and inapplicable to modern day Chris-

tianity. After all, we are no longer under the law, but under grace. There is no 

further need for the sacrificial system, for Christ was the final sacrifice that 

was needed. All this is true, and hallelujah! Yet, there are so many truths to be 

learned from the Old Testament that bear directly upon our New Testament 

understanding of grace. 

One particular passage caught my attention this past week as we shared some 

scriptures in our weekly staff meeting. Jeremiah 31:33-34 reads, "But this shall 

be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, 

saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their 

hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people. And they shall 

teach no more every man his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, 

Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the 

greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will 

remember their sin no more."  

What immediately strikes me about these verses, and indeed many such similar 

OT passages, is the numerous "I will" statements made by God. I will  make a 

covenant, I will  put my law in their hearts, I will  be their God, I will  forgive 

their iniquity, and I will  remember their sin no more. We read no mention of 

our own good intentions or self-effort having any bearing upon these promises 

of God. He simply states that He will do these things. You see, Israel had al-

ready failed miserably in their attempts to live up to God's standard given to 

them in the Mosaic law, and they were reaping the harsh judgment of a right-

eous God for their flagrant sin. Yet, in spite of their generational rebellion, 

God remembered His covenant promise made to Abraham long ago, and re-

iterates it here through His prophet, Jeremiah. He foreshadows the work of the 

cross when He says that the law will be written on the hearts of His people. No 

longer will God's law be written on stone tablets, a detached list of rules by 

which man struggles to abide; but, it will become part of the very fabric of 

those called by His name, fulfilled not by human effort, but by the indwelling 

power of the Holy Spirit! Can I get an amen? 

What, then, is our response to such grace and unmerited favor from a right-

eous, holy and loving God? The answer is found in Genesis 15:6, where the 

Bible records Abraham's response to a similar, magnanimous statement by 

God. The scripture reads, "And Abraham believed God, and it was counted to 

him for righteousness." That is our response - simply to believe God! And as 

we believe all that He has revealed of Himself, He will write His law on our 

hearts, and we will walk by faith, in light, and by the power of the Holy Spirit! 
 

Grant 
 

 

 
  



 

While interruptions are not always 

welcomed, the Oklahoma Ladiesô  

Retreat is one interruption you can 

plan for now!  Take a break from your 

daily life and spend time with the God 

who created you for His glory.  It will 

be the best interruption youôve ever 

had! 
 

Falls Creek Baptist Conference Center 

April 16 - 17 
 

Early Registration Deadline: March 16 

Cost: $65 
 

Sign-up on Womenôs Ministry Board 
 

For more information contact Sabrina 

Pratt in the church office. There will 

be a meeting for those interested on 

Sunday, Feb. 21 after morning service. 

Ladies Mug and Muffin Fellowship 
 

Monday, February 8 in the Youth Room 

 

Bring your favorite muffins and a new or  

gently-used mug to share and exchange. 
 

 

Young Married Dept. 

Valentine Banquet 
 

Saturday, February 13 

6:00ð9:30 PM 
 

Cost: $20  
 

Childcare Provided  
 

Sign up on bulletin board or 

call office to register for  

childcare. 

�³�&�T�K�P�M���&�G�G�R�N�[�´ 
 

 I read this week about a young mother that was desti-
tute after her husband had a massive heart attack.  She was left 
with five children and no income.  Her life was a daily struggle 
trying to provide for her family.  Often her kids went without 
adequate food and clothing. 
 One daughter, Becky, got sick and had to be hospital-
ized.  As the doctor made his rounds, he saw that Becky had 
�‡�ƒ�–�‡�•�� �ƒ�Ž�Ž�� �‘�ˆ�� �Š�‡�”�� �„�”�‡�ƒ�•�ˆ�ƒ�•�–�á�� �„�—�–�� �Š�‡�”�� �•�‹�Ž�•�� �‰�Ž�ƒ�•�•�� �Š�ƒ�†�•�ï�–�� �„�‡�‡�•��
�–�‘�—�…�Š�‡�†�ä�� �� ���–�� �•�‡�‡�•�‡�†�� �‘�„�˜�‹�‘�—�•�� �–�Š�ƒ�–�� ���‡�…�•�›�� �†�‹�†�•�ï�–�� �Ž�‹�•�‡�� �•�‹�Ž�•�ä�� �� ���Š�‡��
doctor asked her about this. 
 ���‡�…�•�›���•�ƒ�‹�†�á���ò�����Ž�‘�˜�‡���–�‘���†�”�‹�•�•���•�‹�Ž�•�ä�ó�������‘�•�ˆ�—�•�‡�†�á���–�Š�‡���†�‘�…�–�‘�”��
�…�‘�•�–�‹�•�—�‡�†�� �Š�‹�•�� �“�—�‡�•�–�‹�‘�•�‹�•�‰�á�� �� �ò���Š�‡�•�� �™�Š�›�� �†�‹�†�•�ï�–�� �›�‘�—�� �†�”�‹�•�•�� �–�Š�‡��
�•�‹�Ž�•�ë�ó�����ò�����†�‹�†�•�ï�–���•�•�‘�™���Š�‘�™���ˆ�ƒ�”���†�‘�™�•�������…�‘�—�Ž�†���†�”�‹�•�•�ä�ó�������–���†�ƒ�™�•�‡�†��
�‘�•�� �–�Š�‡�� �’�Š�›�•�‹�…�‹�ƒ�•�� �–�Š�ƒ�–�� �†�—�‡�� �–�‘�� �Š�‡�”�� �ˆ�ƒ�•�‹�Ž�›�ï�•�� �‡�š�–�”�‡�•�‡�� �’�‘�˜�‡�”�–�›�á��
Becky had never been allowed to drink a full glass of milk.  He 
gently  
�‹�•�ˆ�‘�”�•�‡�†���Š�‡�”�á���ò���‘�•�‡�›�á���†�”�‹�•�•���†�‡�‡�’�Ž�›�è�������Š�‡���™�Š�‘�Ž�‡���‰�Ž�ƒ�•�•���‹�•���›�‘�—�”�•�ä�ó 
 When we are uncertain about our resources, it is hard 
to act with much confidence.  But when we know there is  
abundance, we are transformed.  I remind you with God there 
is enough for each of us to have a full glass.  Drink Deeply! 
 

Just a thought, 
Randy 


