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CHRISTIAN WORDS OF WISDOM

A friend emailed these “Christian one-liners.” They aren’t Scripture,
but the Truth is surely implied.

Many folks want to serve God, but only as advisers.

When you get to your wit’s end, you’ll find God lives there.
Coincidence is when God chooses to remain anonymous.

Don’t put a question mark where God put a period.

Forbidden fruits create many jams.

God grades on the cross, not the curve.

God promises a safe landing, not a calm passage. If God is your co-
pilot, swap seats.

Prayer: Don’t give God instructions, just report for duty!

You can tell how big a person is by what it takes to discourage him.
The task ahead of us is never as great as the Power behind us.

Life isn’t about waiting for the storm to pass. It’s about learning to
dance in the rain.

Blessings,

Gary



Weekly Activities

9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

5:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:25 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

Sunday
Sunday School

Worship Service
Children’s Church
FBC Study “U”
Children’s Choir
Evening Worship

Monday
Preschool/Mother’s Day Out

Tuesday
Ladies Bible Fellowship

Wednesday
Preschool/Mother’s Day Out
Fellowship Meal
Youth Praise
AWANA Clubs
Bible Study and Prayer
Worship Choir
“The Fork”

Friday
Preschool

THE RECORD

March 28
Offering:$19,516.55
SS Attendance:349

New Members:

Alyssa Camper
Katey Johnson
Emily Knight
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to Our Church

The food pantry of the Baptist Mission Center of Capital Baptist
Association has many bare spots. As one of the churches in the Capital Baptist
Association we can help.

During the month of April our children’s department will be collecting
nonperishable items to be delivered to the Mission. You can drop your donation
off at the church any day of the week or place it in one of the collection boxes
located around the building.

Come on church let’s fill that pantry! Final collection day will be Wednesday,

April 28th.

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Fri

Sat

4

5

8

10

Easter GROW VBS Arney Baby
Sunday Green Worker Shower
Services Training 11:00am

Team
8:00am & 6-9pm
10:30am
Deacon’s | GROW Dusiness [0 | Ladies | Retreat
3 eetin,
Meeting 4pm Red 6px§ Brzzz; Angel Food
Team 10:30am Distribution
8:30-10am

18

19

GROW

Orange
Team

20

21

22

23

24

Spring Clean-up
9am

J.O.Y. Trip to
Clinton

Spring

Ladies Spring

Fling 12pm

25

AWANA
Awards
6:30pm

26

GROW
White
Team

27

28

AWANA

Party
6:30pm

29

30




The Perfection of God's Work

I don't know about you, but I rarely get anything right the first time.
Perhaps it's a project around the house, or a musical arrangement, or maybe it's
this article I'm writing for our newsletter. Whatever it is I'm doing, even after
laborious effort, if I return to it a few days later, I invariably and inevitably find
things about it that are imperfect. A brief respite from a project gives me a fresh
vision of what it should look like and what it could be, yet so ingloriously is not. I
am comforted in knowing that this fundamental flaw is not unique to me, but is
true of all mankind. Our history is nothing if it isn't a continuous evolution of
man's ingenuity. If you don't believe this is true, just consider the ever-changing,
ever-improving realm of technology. Within days of any new technological
release, there are a slew of failures, conflicts and incompatibilities discovered that
require the immediate updating of the original product!

As I have considered this basic shortcoming of man's character, I have
been reminded that the complete opposite is true of our God. Everything God
does is perfect, from the outset. It cannot be improved upon in any detail. How
thankful I am of that fact! Can you imagine what it would be like if God, after the
act of Creation, had looked around a few hundred years later and thought, "wow, I
could have done a lot better than this"? Poof, everything instantly disappears only
to be replaced by the new and improved version a few minutes later. What if, after
providing our means of salvation in Christ, God suddenly decided that there was a
problem with His plan, that there was some small detail that had escaped His
attention and needed to be enhanced? What of the thousands of people who
professed faith in Jesus 1.0? Would there be a grandfather clause to pardon them,
while everyone else was now required to use the updated Jesus 2.0? What if God
decided to suddenly write an addendum to the Bible, that caused everything we
know about Him to be called into question? Or, what if the moving of the Holy
Spirit was unreliable because next week, God's will for your life might change?

Thankfully, we serve the God who does all things well, from the
beginning. God doesn't even think a thought that isn't perfect, completely and
exhaustibly proven. His holy Word cannot be added to, because it is complete.
The work of Christ was planned from the foundation of the world, and in the
words of Christ Himself, "It is finished!" The prompting of the Spirit is always
reliable, for it is always in tune with the will of the Father, who never changes.
Malachi 3:6 puts it so simply, "I am the Lord, I do not change." To Him be praise!

Your brother,
Grant

A PETTING ZOO, TWO DONKEYS, AND A FLASHBACK

A few days ago, I took my two amazing little girls to the zoo. Most people who
know me, know that we go to the zoo a lot. I think I like it as much, or maybe even
more, than Kyla and Maggie do. This trip to the zoo was no ordinary trip though.
Recently, the OKC Zoo had just opened up it’s new children’s zoo and I couldn’t
wait to get my girls there to see the awe and amazement that would surely swallow
them the moment they set foot in this new wonderland. I wasn’t disappointed.

The new children’s zoo is spectacular. While Kyla played in the stream, Maggie
busied herself at the giant tree slide. We watched the monkeys swing from tree to
tree, and walked the trail through the “secret forest.” It is truly a spectacular place
for kids and kids-at-heart alike.

The last stop we made in the zoo was at the big barn where there are all sorts of
farm animals to pet and learn about. We walked amongst the goats, sometimes
petting them, other times chasing them. We tried and tried to coax the two sheep
from the back of the pen so that we could pet their soft wooly coats, but they
weren’t having anything to do with us. We had the same amount of success when it
came to waking the pigs up.

Standing in the middle of their corral, watching all of these excited, extremely
loud people, were two donkeys. One was brilliantly white, the other more of a
charcoal gray. As I watched these two small horse-like creations stand there
munching on some straw, my mind flashed back to our previous Wednesday night
Junior High Bible Study. We had talked about Balaam and his donkey. As my
mind wondered back to the story of this prophet’s donkey turning to speak to him, I
tried to envision what it must have been like to hear an animal that normally only
brays and hee-haw’s suddenly start spouting out intelligible words. I used my
imagination and pictured one of these two donkeys before me suddenly turn and
begin to carry on a conversation with me about politics, sports, or any other number
of things that donkeys like to converse about. I think I would’ve passed out.

Sometimes, I forget that the “stories” in the Bible aren’t merely stories. They
really happened. They aren’t fables, or tall tales; they are truth. Balaam’s donkey
really talked to him. Jonah was really swallowed by a large fish. Daniel really
survived a night in a pit full of lions. And on and on and on... Itend to lose my
sense of awe and wonder at the amazing things God did in the lives of the men and
women of the Bible. I lose my sense of awe and wonder at the amazing things God
has done in my life.

Every now and then I need a reminder of how good and amazing and worthy God
truly is. I need to be reminded that the stories aren’t just stories, and that He still
does amazing things in His children’s lives today. Who would’ve thought that two
little donkeys could be so spiritually enlightening?

Your Brother,
Craig



We Are Blest!

On any given Sunday morning at First Baptist there are forty-five
individuals involved in the Sunday school ministry as teachers.
There are another five, like Woody Woodall the resident coffee
man, serving as officers. That is a total of fifty volunteers each
week making Sunday school a possibility. To these volunteers I
say,* T HA N K YIhtk you for taking time week in and
week out to come to class prepared to share God’s Word with
those in your class.

On any given Sunday evening at First Baptist there are no less than
fifteen individuals involved as teachers in FBC Study “U”. To
these volunteers I say, * T HA N K  YI@abk.ydu for
committing an extra ninety minutes each Sunday to make our
discipleship ministry so vital. Thank you for the sacrifice of time
you give during the week to come prepare to lead Sunday after
Sunday.

On any given Wednesday evening at First Baptist there are twenty-
eight individuals involved in the AWANA ministry as teachers
and helpers. There are no less than eight members of the Kitchen
Ministry Team, many of them arriving as early as noon, working
to prepare a delicious meal for all Wednesday evening attendees.
To these thirty-six volunteers, Isay,* T HA N K  YI@abk.ydu
to the AWANA workers for loving children enough to volunteer
an extra two hours each Wednesday to share the love of Jesus with
our kids. Thank you to “Dixie and her chicks” for faithfully
preparing and serving us week after week.

As you can see week in and week out there are no less than ninety
volunteers making these three ministries happen here at First
Baptist. I know that there are many others volunteering in various
areas of ministry week in and week out, such as choir, praise
teams, and audio-video. Have you told a volunteer thank you
lately? We are blest!

Just a thought,
Randy

FBC Sunday School, AWANA, Discipleship, and
Kitchen Ministry Team Volunteers.

Teresa Short
Tracy Stites
Dan Lohman
Dora Digiacinto
Gail Barker
Elizabeth Crampton
Taylora Swindell
Stan Rouse
Karen Zinn
Mitch Hughes
Leigh Lawrence
Carmen Briscoe
Tina Davis

Rita Troxell
Lee Brower
Glory McCown
Jon Bakewell
Susan Gold
Rhonda Wilson
Ken Flaming
Jordan Arney
Marsha Morris
Julie Towery
Bryan Gay
Stefanie Parnell
Richard Shank

Wendell Short
Amy Zerger
Bonnie Lohman
Eddie Burns
Vanda Camper
Stacy Crampton
Mac Swindell
Michelle Rouse
Kendi Jones
Dixie Stewart
Louise Collier
Andrea Caldwell
Lois Martin
Coy Troxell
Don Glenn
Nancy Anderson
Jon Miller
Carrie Gwinn
Luanne Michael
Jack Robinson
Joshua Cope
Kerri Young
Shane Wagner
Robin Pratt

Earl Biggs
Grant Wall

Mark Stites

Brad Zerger
Justin Digiacinto
Trisha Burns
April Owens
Tammy Arambula
Leah Graham
Dennis Zinn

Lisa Hughes
Carolyn Greer
Beverly Conklin
Scott Davis
Sabrina Pratt
Ruth Irwin
Dennis Kuntz
Jennifer Bakewell
Lawanda Miller
Janis Robinson
Trisha West

Jared Arney
Susanne Greenway
Craig Towery
Sherri Wagner
Vicki Tribble
Woody Woodall
Marilynn Greer

Many of these serve in several areas of ministry each week. Others
are needed to help carry the load. Have you thought about
volunteering? To volunteer just contact any one of the four pastors.
We will be glad to help you find a place of service.



