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The Vision  

Newsletter of 

First Baptist Church  

 

April 19, 2010 

IôM SAD 

 

Iôm sad that Grant is leaving us to take a church in Alabama.  Grant has 

been a great fit as a friend.  He has been a very comfortable fit as a ministry 

partner on our church staff, and he and Krystal are family.  

He is incredibly gifted, talented and perfectly suited for Godôs call on his life 

to serve in church music.  All of these are great assets but, I believe Grantôs 

greatest asset and the one Iôm most attracted to in fellow staff members, is his 

personal relationship and walk with the Lord.  There is no questioning, the 

genuineness of Grantôs being a man of God.  Consequently, I know with his 

skill set and his genuine walk with the Lord that God will use him greatly at 

Hamilton, Alabama. 
 

The only thing that gets me over being sad that Grant is leaving (and Iôm not 

there yet) is that as surely as God is unfolding His plan for the Wallôs and 

First Baptist Church, Hamilton Alabama, He has another plan for First Baptist 

Church, Piedmont.  I know and trust that God is good.  I know that time will 

reveal this as His new plan for us unfolds in the coming days.  
 

Grant and Krystalôs last Sunday is April 25th.  Be sure to love on them real 

good between now and then.  They will always be friends!  They have a few 

months to change their mind while we seek the Lord in their replacement. 
 

Pray for our church as we go through this transition time of putting a search 

together.  
 

Blessings, 

Brother Gary 
 



 

     

  

 

May 2010 Dates to Remember: 

 

April 24ï Spring Clean up and flower 

planting 9 a.m. 

April 24ï J.O.Y. Clinton Jamboree 10:45 

a.m. 

April 24ï Ladies Spring Fling 12 p.m. 
 

April 25-AWANA Awards 6:30 p.m. 
 

April 28-AWANA Party 6:30 p.m. 

Makinô Plans 
 Itõs time, whether we are ready for it or not.  It is time to make 
plans for the summer.    
 For the young married group (weõll call them 20õs to 40ish) 
those plans probably include:  vacationing, swimming lessons,  little 
league, soccer, trips to the zoo and òBantaõs and Mimiõsó house.  
òBantaó is what my grandkids call me.  Iõm quite sure I heard my five 
month old grandson call me that just last week.  
 For the median adults (weõll call them 40ish to 60ish) their plans 
probably look a lot like that of the  young married group:  vacationing,  
swimming lessons, little league, soccer, and trips to the zoo with the      
grandkids.  
 For the senior adults (well call them 70 and above) their plans 
probably will include a vacation, dreams of days gone by and wishes 
for visits from their children, grandchildren and great grandchildren.   
 Whatever your plans are for the summer I hope that you have or 
will make plans to include some of the following:  
 
 KidzCamp     June 3 -6 
 Man Up! (Father son fishing trip)  June 11 -12 
 Summer Round -up    June 27  
 VBS     June 27 -July 1  
 Childrenõs Swim Party   July 8  
 Childrenõs Bowling   July 22  
 Family Night with the Redhawks  August 3  
 
Just a thought,  
Randy  

 

 
 

Sun Mon  Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 
GROW 

4 5 6 7 8 

9 
Motherõs 

Day       

10 
GROW 

11 12 
Business 

Meeting  

6 p.m. 

13 14 15 

16 
Honoring  

Seniors 

Day 

17 
GROW 

18 19 20 
J.O.Y. Lunch 

bunch 10:30 a.m. 

Ladies Craft 

Night  6:30 p.m. 

21 22 

23 
KIDZ Camp 

meeting  

4:00 p.m. 

 

24 
GROW 

25 26 27 28 29 

30 
Memorial  

Day  

No Evening 

Service  

31 
Office 

Closed 

     



 

 

 

 

MY SINGING VOICE 
  

 I spent this past Friday and Saturday in Dallas, Texas, at a leadership retreat 

preparing for my trip this summer back to the United Kingdom.  It was a 

great time of fellowship, training, and refreshing.  I saw many friends from 

my trip to London last year and made a few new friends that I will get to 

work with in Cardiff, Wales this year.   

   On Friday night, we had a time of worship and instruction from Godôs 

Word.  As we began to sing, I heard a beautiful voice singing behind me.  

There was a young college student sitting directly behind me who Iôm quite 

certain couldôve competed on American Idol.  Her voice was loud, steady, 

and quite outstanding.  As I listened to her sing, I began to feel quite 

inadequate with my off-pitch, off-key, off-tempo voice.  I began to sing 

quieter and quieter until I was pretty much not singing at all.  Her worship 

just sounded so much better and more beautiful than mine.  I sat for a few 

minutes simply listening to her voice and feeling slightly ashamed of mine. 

    Then, God spoke to me.  Not audibly.  But I heard Him ask me a question.  

Why was I not praising Him?  I told Him that my voice was quite pathetic 

compared to the voice that was booming out these wonderful tones behind 

me.  Again, the question came up, why was I not praising Him?  I told Him 

again that I sounded like a cat being forced into a bathtub, and not at all like 

the melodic voice behind me.  The reply I got was simple.  It was I DONôT 

CARE.  I was kind of shocked.  Surely God didnôt tell me that He doesnôt 

care.  Then I understood.  God doesnôt care that my voice is rough, gruff, 

and scratchy at best.  The question wasnôt how good was my voice, but 

rather, what was I doing with the voice God gave me?  Was I using it to 

worship Him and bring glory to Him, or was I too embarrassed and ashamed 

of it to even let it be heard?   

    So, I began to sing.  It wasnôt pretty by human standards.  It wasnôt pretty 

by any worldly standard to tell you the truth.  But, Iôm quite certain it was 

beautiful to the One who it was intended for.   

    Until God decides to bestow upon me the voice of an angel, I think I am 

probably stuck with a pretty mediocre ability.  Thatôs alright with me.  In my 

case, Iôm truly glad that beauty is in the eye (or ear) of the beholder. 

 

Your Brother, 

Craig 

 The food pantry of the Baptist Mission Center of Capital Baptist Association 

has many bare spots.  As one of the churches in the Capital Baptist Association we can 

help.  

 During the month of April our childrenôs department will be collecting 

nonperishable items to be delivered to the Mission.  You can drop your donation off at 

the church any day of the week or bring it to your Sunday School class and it will be 

collected.  

               Come on church letôs fill that pantry!  Final collection day will be 

Wednesday, April 28th. 

 

 

 

Ladies Spring Fling 

Luncheon. 

 

Saturday April 24 from 

12-2 p.m. 

 

Special Speaker: 
 

Susan Walters 

Director of Suited for    

Success 
 

Special Music: 
 

Mikayla Creel 

 

Bring your favorite 

Soup or Salad to share. 

 



What a Blessing! 
 

 Five years ago, as I wrapped up my graduate study at Ole Miss, God led 

me into full time church music ministry at a small church in north eastern 

Oklahoma. I was a single guy, just out of school, leaving my home and family to 

do what I felt called to do. It wasn't an easy decision, but it was the right 

decision. Without a doubt, the greatest thing that happened as a result of that 

first move was God bringing my precious wife and I together. Sometime later, 

God opened the door for Krystal and I to serve together at FBC Piedmont. God 

orchestrated the events of that transition as only He can. It was very easy to 

make the decision to come to Piedmont because the marks of God's hands were 

all over it. Similarly, God has given us peace about moving to Alabama, to 

continue the call to ministry that he has placed on both of our lives. 

 For over three years, we have been blessed and honored to serve the 

congregation of FBC Piedmont, and you as a church body have served us as 

well. God has been so good to us, given us wonderful friendships, great freedom 

and flexibility in our ministry, and more love than we could return in a lifetime. 

FBC Piedmont will always be a singularly bright point in our lives, because it 

was here that we became a family. The love and support that so many of you 

have provided for us as we became first-time parents is unparalleled. 

 When I remember FBC Piedmont, not only will I think of what the 

church has meant to us personally, but also what an awesome fellowship of 

believers it is. I have been continually amazed at the quantity and quality of 

amazing musical talent with which God has blessed this church. It has been an 

honor for me to work with them. The humility and servant hearts of those in our 

choir, band, tech teams, and all of the other countless ministries of this church 

are second to none. The willingness with which our congregation responds to a 

need or a new ministry opportunity is both exciting and inspiring. 

 Always remember, a church is not defined by its leadership, although 

the need for strong, spiritual leaders is obviously important. A church is defined 

by its people, and the degree to which their lives are sold out to our Lord. Henry 

Blackaby refers to God's kingdom work as a river that is always flowing. No 

matter who jumps in or who just stands on the bank, the river continues to flow. 

God may be moving Krystal and I downstream a bit, but we are still in the same 

river of God's kingdom work along with our friends and family at Piedmont. Let 

me leave you with a challenge to remain faithful where you are planted. Allow 

God to use your talents, your gifts, and your very life as He desires. That is what 

true worship is all about. 

 

Your brother in Christ (and friend), 

Grant 

Weekly Activities 

 

Sunday 

  9:00 a.m.   Sunday School 

10:30 a.m.   Worship Service 

      Childrenôs Church 

  5:00 p.m.   FBC Study ñUò        

  6:30 p.m.   Evening Worship 

Monday 

  9:00 a.m.   Preschool/Motherôs Day Out 

Tuesday 

  9:00 a.m.   Ladies Bible Fellowship 

Wednesday 

  9:00 a.m.   Preschool/Motherôs Day Out 

  5:30 p.m.   Fellowship Meal 

  6:25 p.m.   AWANA Clubs 

  6:30 p.m.   Bible Study and Prayer 

  7:00 p.m.   Worship Choir 

  7:00 p.m.   ñThe Forkò 

Friday  

  9:00 a.m.   Preschool 

 

 

 

 

THE RECORD 

 

April 4  

Offering:$19,445.92  

SS Attendance:303 

 

April 11  
Offering:$11,095.80 

SS Attendance:320 


